THE DEBT OF GEOGRAPHICAL SCIENCE TO AMERICAN EXPLORERS*
ETVTMANUEL DE MAEGERIE
I
N addressing this audience on so large a subject as the debt of geographical science to American explorers, time will permit me to do no more than to allude to a few facts and to give a few names, while referring more particularly to the places we have visited during our memorable trip throughout the United States and the regions we have traversed. It lies in the nature of things that, in so brief a historical review, we must confine ourselves to that part of earth-lore which is specially concerned with the description of scenery, the delineation and study of land forms and the deciphering of the structures of which these relief features are nothing but surface expressions. However great and important may have been the life-long labors of a Maury or an Alexander Agassiz in oceanography, or the discoveries of a Wilkes or a Peary in polar geography, or again the contribution of a Ferrel or an Abbe to meteorology,— not to speak of other branches of our science—it is not my intention to enter these and similar provinces, and I shall proceed at once on the lines indicated.
We may begin at the period when the general configuration of the North American continent had been fairly well ascertained and scientific investigations, first undertaken by a few men, at private expense, afterwards with larger resources and under official control, were inaugurated on a large scale. Then it was, about the year 1835, that two geologists, the Rogers brothers (Henry Darwin and William Barton) began a systematic survey of the great Appalachian mountain system, particularly in the states of Virginia and Pennsylvania. Endowed with a rare power of generalization, equipped with a wide experience gained in the field, they were able,
* Eead on October 17, 1912, at the scientific meetings held after the return of the Transcontinental Excursion to New York.
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